


LAKE WENATCHEE FIRE AND RESCUE AUXILIARY
14193 Chiwawa Loop Road, Box 3
(509-763-3034)

Membership Meeting Agenda
January 14, 2026 at 6:00pm at Station 91

Board members present: Franklin French, Dorothy Baker, Velda Millard, Melissa Brimhall, Kris King, and Elizabeth Pollock

Welcome:  Franklin French

Pledge of Allegiance

LWFR District 9: 
Chief Walker:
First there are three personnel things: Eric Kaufman was hired at the McLane Black Lake Fire Department, Josiah Norby took a position in the Douglas County Sheriff’s office, and Hayley Pobst had a 9.1 oz baby.  We are very happy for all of them. 
DNR gave us a 10-year-old wildland rig which operates well, and we are happy to have it and it will be a great rig for us.  
A survey was sent out to both Firefighters and the Auxiliary as we are trying to capture the experience people had in the natural disaster we had in December.  We want to have hard information on what people experienced and what areas need improvement.  This will help us with the next disaster, and we look forward to getting your feedback.
If someone you know is looking to get on our fuels crew this year, there is an application online and we will be interviewing very soon.
Regarding budgets this year, the CWDG (Community Wildfire Defense Grant Program) is our primary funding source, and we think the funding is okay.
Regarding the Bond – we are reevaluating what the needs are for the department and the community and will be putting new price tags on everything as things continue to go up.  This will help us establish a new plan internally.  Also, we are always looking for outside money.
 
LWFR Association:
Jarret Payne
Not in attendance.

Call to Order:  Franklin French called the meeting to order at 6:22 p.m.

Attendance: Sign in reminder of the need to meet a quorum of 25% of the membership.  
There were 38 people in attendance, and 19 people on Zoom for a total of 57 people.

New Member Introductions:  Franklin French
Welcome to new member Leslie Davidson!

Approve the November Membership Minutes: Franklin French
Erin Colwell moved to approve the November meeting minutes, seconded by Carol Kasper and the motion passed. 

Treasurer’s Reports:
November Treasurer’s Report: Velda Millard
Memorial Account                                                                                $30.00
Technology Account as of November 1, 2025                                   $122.01
                                                                                
General Checking Balance as of November 1, 2025                     $79,500.72
Income
   Square                                                                                               $96.80
   Benevity                                                                                           $600.00  
Expenses
   Pancake Breakfast Starting Cash                                                    $600.00
   October Firefighter Meals                                                                   $55.95
   Microsoft Office Annual Subscription                                                  $39.09

Ending Balance as of November 30, 2025                                     $79,502.48

Steve Taber moved to approve the November Treasurer’s report, seconded by Mike Colwell, and the motion passed. 

December Treasurer’s Report: Velda Millard
Memorial Account                                                                                 $30.00
Technology Account                                                                           $122.01

General Checking Balance as of December 1, 2025                      $79,502.48
Income
  Pancake Breakfast                                                                          $9,942.46
      Square                                                                                        $1,285.41
      Venmo                                                                                           $245.99
      Cash/Check                                                                                $8,411.06
  Donations                                                                                       $2,260.20 

Expenses
   Name Badges                                                                                     $38.95
   Pancake Breakfast                                                                         $1,295.33
Ending Balance as of December 31, 2025                                      $90,370.86
 
Joanne Stanford moved to approve the December Treasurer’s report, seconded by Steve Taber, and the motion passed.

Upcoming Events
Benevolent Day – Squirrel Tree:  February 17th:    
We will be having a benevolent day on Tuesday, February 17th at Squirrel Tree.  A reminder will be sent out as we get closer to the event, and it will also be advertised on social media.        

Certificate of Appreciation: Elizabeth Pollock
In 2026, we will be giving businesses who do a benevolent day/night for the Auxiliary a “Certificate of Appreciation” that thanks them for their ongoing, generous support of the Auxiliary.  This certificate will be a framed document that can be hung on the wall.  The first certificate will be given to Vito at Squirrel Tree on Benevolent Day in February.


Old Business:
Plain Pantry Food Drive: Dorothy Baker
A big thank you to everyone who brought non-perishable food to the November meeting.  We delivered it to Plain Pantry the next day and they were so excited and appreciative of getting this food.  

Pancake Breakfast Results: Velda Millard
The Pancake Breakfast was very successful and brought in $9,942.46 with expenses of $1,295.33.  Thank you to everyone who helped to make this happen.

Firefighter Meals: Dorothy Baker
We have a sign-up sheet out on the table to provide a handheld meal/treat for the monthly firefighter training days.  There are still a few months that no one has signed up for yet and the meal doesn’t need to be elaborate.  If you could provide one of the meals, it would be appreciated.

Chief Walker Survey on the Flood: Elizabeth Pollock
A short survey regarding the flooding was sent out and your feedback will help LWFR determine what additional services would be helpful.

Auxiliary Computer: Elizabeth Pollock
Thank you to Franklin and Julie French who donated a new computer to the Auxiliary.  The old computer was 8 years old and on its last legs and we have now transitioned to the new one.

New Business:
Nominating Committee Volunteers:  Franklin French
We have posted descriptions of the Board positions on the Auxiliary website so people can review the duties involved.
Dorothy Baker will be taking the Board position on the Nominating Committee, and two member volunteers are needed.  Erin Colwell volunteered for one of the positions.  The Nominating Committee will start reaching out to potential candidates right away.

Voting Timeline: Dorothy Baker
Nominating Committee will begin reaching out to potential candidates starting in January.
Final request for nominations will be at the March membership meeting.
Ballots sent to members on March 30th
Nominees contacted about election results on April 7th.
Nominees and current Board finalize Board positions on April 8th prior to the membership meeting.
New Auxiliary Board announced at the membership meeting on April 8th.

Tour de Bloom: Velda Millar/Jimi Wilson: Sunday, May 17th
The Auxiliary will be supporting LWFR with Tour de Bloom this year on Sunday, May 17th.  A meeting was held with Velda Millard, Jimi Wilson, Chief Walker, Bob Sage, Eric Anderson and two of the Tour de Bloom race organizers.  It requires a lot of people to staff the event, and we are going to send out an email survey to get feedback on last year’s event and if your area was staffed appropriately.  There was discussion on whether Tour de Bloom should be a fundraiser or a community event.

Event Calendar: Dorothy Baker
I have updated the 2026 Event Calendar for all events we know right now, and Elizabeth will send it out in the next few days.
 


LWFR & Auxiliary Banquet: Dorothy Baker
The Auxiliary Banquet will be held in April and will be at the Pine River Ranch.  As soon as we are given the date, we will let you know. 

Budget Committee Volunteers: Franklin French
We are looking for one volunteer to be on the Budget Committee.  
Steve Taber and Kathleen Colvard volunteered to be on the committee.

Sunshine Report: Pam Nicklas
Cards were sent out to George Hiteshew, Gerri Passage, and Mogens Bach.

Good of the Order:
Kathleen Colvard – Becky Payne contacted everyone currently on the Tone Out list to confirm if they want to stay on the list or be removed.  If you would like to sign up for the Tone Out list, please let me know.  There will be an orientation for new people, and you will always be paired up with an experienced Tone Out person.

Social Committee: Kathleen Colvard/Jane Gross
Thank you to everyone who brought chili to the chili feed! Our winner was Jimi Wilson will the Tijuana Pie recipe.  The prize was a chili cook-off apron, hat and spoon.
Congratulations Jimi!

Next Meeting:
The next Auxiliary membership meeting is on Wednesday, February 11th, at Station 91.
 
The meeting concluded at 7:05 pm.     
                     
Dave Salmon moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Scott Baker, and the motion passed.  
 



