



LAKE WENATCHEE FIRE AND RESCUE AUXILIARY
14193 Chiwawa Loop Road, Box 3
(509-763-3034)

Membership Meeting Agenda
March 11th – at Station 91
6:00 p.m. Meeting

Board members present:  Franklin French, Dorothy Baker, Velda Millard, Kris King, Melissa Brimhall, and Elizabeth Pollock

Welcome:  Franklin French

Pledge of Allegiance

LWFR District 9: 
Danny Bacheldor
We are getting the last dash of winter, and some wind is expected to come into the area tonight.  Looking ahead to the upcoming fire season, unfortunately, we had a weak snow pack this winter.  We did have a flood which did a lot of good things for our water table which will help us this year.  However, it is still predicted to be a spicy fire season this year which they are comparing to 2015 which was a brutal fire season.  There is a May fire season and burn piles can flare up and then June/July rolls around and then we are back into the real fire season.  
For our fuels crew this year, we are hiring 6 full-time people, and this will allow for better fire response and fire mitigation.
The Forest Service was trying to burn the piles on Beaver Valley Road, and they have put up the “fire activity” signs to notify people.

LWFR Association: 
Dave Millard
I’m Dave Millard and have been the Treasurer of the Association for 9 years.  We have authorized $1,200 to be given to Cascade Medical for their golf tournament.  Also, we are sponsoring the LW Rec Club egg hunt.  We had good introductory discussions on long-term planning for spending, and we set a budget every year with targets to aim for.  As always, what the Auxiliary does is so important and we appreciate it very much. 

Call to Order: Franklin French called the meeting to order at 6:11 p.m.

Attendance: 
There were 17 people in attendance, 34 people on Zoom for a total of 51 people.  The low in-person attendance was due to the snowstorm that day.

New Member Introductions: Guests or New Members present?
There were no new members in attendance.
 
Approve February Minutes: 
Fred Guimond moved to approve the February meeting minutes, seconded by Scott Baker, and the motion passed.

February Treasurer’s Report: (Velda Millard)
Memorial Account 							$30.00
Technology Account  	                                                      $82.92

General Checking as of Feb 1, 2026		              $91,949.20
Income:
   General Donations					   $  2,500.00
   Squirrel Tree Benevolent					   $  1,632.00
Expenses:
   Merchant Fees						    $        1.95
General Checking as of Feb 28, 2026		               $96,079.25
	
Nevonne McDaniels moved to approve the February Treasurer’s report, seconded by Randy Pollock, and the motion passed. 

Old Business:
Squirrel Tree Benevolent Day: Franklin French
During February Benevolent Day, Franklin presented the Certificate of Appreciation to Vito and thanked him for all he does for the Auxiliary and the Community.  Vito hung up the Certificate of Appreciation on the left wall when you enter the restaurant.  

High Yield Checking Account: Velda Millard
The question was asked about why we don’t put Auxiliary money into a CD or high yield checking account.  Based on how the Auxiliary raises money, we only have the larger amount for less than six months and typically CD’s and high yield accounts want the money in for longer than this.
Based on this information, Joanne Stanford made a motion “not” to look at a high-interest rate account, seconded by Stan Morgan, and the motion passed. 

Firefighter Food for Training Days: Janet Alley
Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to make food.  We are still looking for volunteers for May, July, and the rest of the year.  People can sign up for entrées, treats, or both and can be reimbursed for up to $60.00 per month.  Please let me know if you would like to sign up.

Workplace Benevity Reminder: Melissa Brimhall
The Board wanted to remind everyone that we are listed with Benevity, which is a platform that businesses use to match employee donations.  If you are donating, please check with HR to see if your employer will match your donated funds.

Committee Reports:
Budget Committee: Franklin French and Velda Millard
The proposed budget was shown on the screen.  The spreadsheet showed the 2025 budget, the 2025 actuals, and then the 26/27 budget that is being proposed.  
Once the budget was reviewed, Franklin asked for a motion to accept the budget.  Scott Baker made a motion to accept the 2026/27 budget, seconded by Chris King and the motion passed. 

Donation for LWFR Association: Franklin French
Based on the approved 2026/27 budget and the amount of reserve dollars we would like to have on hand, it is recommended that the Auxiliary donate $80,000 to the Association this year. 
Stan Morgan made a motion to approve $80,000 for donation to the Association.  This was seconded by Chris King, and the motion passed. The funds will be presented at the April banquet.
Nominating Committee: Dorothy Baker
There are 4 open positions on the Board this year as Franklin French, Dorothy Baker, Kris King, and Elizabeth Pollock are at the end of their terms.  Thank you to the 5 people who have stepped forward to run for the Board.  On March 16th, Elizabeth will send out their photos and bios.  On Monday, March 30th, the official ballot will be sent out from Elizabeth and voting closes on April 6th. Joanne Stanford will count the votes and advise the nominees of the outcome.  The old/new Board will meet an hour before the April membership meeting to choose positions which will be announced at the meeting.  
Thank you to Carol Kasper, Erin Collwell, and Dorothy Baker for talking to people about running for the Board.
	
New Business:
Yard Sale Drop off Date: Velda Millard
April 11th will be the first Yard Sale drop off day.  Volunteers should arrive by 8:30am and the hours for the public are 9:00am-12:00pm.  This drop off information will be put on social media and on the reader board at station 93. 

Blood Drive: Elizabeth Pollock
The Association is having a blood drive on Friday, April 10th from 11:30am – 3:30pm at the Ponderosa Community Club. If you would like to volunteer, please reach out to Bridget Dancs and the shifts are 10:30am-1:30pm and 1:30pm - 4:30pm.  

Upcoming Events:
Steve Foley swearing in Ceremony: Franklin French and Kathleen Colvard.
Steve Foley will be sworn in as Fire Chief on Tuesday, March 24th at 6:30pm at station 91.  Auxiliary members are invited to attend the event to support Chief Foley.  There will be cake/coffee served afterwards.  If you would like to help serve the cake, please be at the station at 6:00pm.

LWFR/Auxiliary Banquet April 15th: Franklin French
LWFR has sent out the invites and Auxiliary members are asked to RSVP and choose which dinner you would like.  

Easter Egg Hunt LWRec Club: Velda Millard
The Easter Egg Hunt is on April 4th and stuffing the eggs will be on March 28th.  Last year, it took about an hour and a half to stuff the eggs.  Looking for people to help hide eggs on April 4th which will begin at 9:00am.  Also, looking for a couple of volunteers to help with parking.

Tour de Bloom: Velda Millard
Tour de Bloom is on May 17th and, this year, it won’t end at the top of Beaver Valley Hill.  I will send Elizabeth a sign-up sheet to send out. 

Sunshine Report: Sharyl Nelson
Sharyl was not in attendance. 

Good of the Order:
Retirement gift and card for Chief Walker: Elizabeth Pollock and Dorothy Baker
The Auxiliary is considering a large card, a plaque, and a stuff Dalmatian dog which will be presented to Chief Walker at the April banquet.

Bill Miller – the State Park is in the process of putting a bridge over the river to link north and south Lake Wenatchee parks.  Bill suggested that the bridge be wide enough to accommodate emergency vehicles.  Franklin will discuss this option with Chief Foley.


Stan Morgan – I would like to recognize Tom Baranouskas who has been a commissioner at Cascade Medical for many years.  He has done a great job for our community and for Cascade Medical and I would like to congratulate him on his retirement.

Social Committee:
Kathleen Colvard: Thank you to Carol Kasper and Scott Baker who participated in the Mocktails contest on this snowy evening.  Scott Baker was the winner with his mojito and Elizabeth will send out the recipes.  Congratulations Scott!

For April, it is our annual membership meeting and there will be treats served.

Next Meeting:
The next Auxiliary meeting is on Wednesday, April 8th, at Station 91. This is our Annual Meeting and new Board of Directors will be announced.
 
The meeting concluded at 6:58 p.m.

Scott Baker moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Kathleen Colvard, and the motion passed.  





